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2 Imam Mahdi in Nahj al-Balaghah g

An introduction

Human beings, according to their religion and culture, have been always waiting for
the coming of a world peacemaker and savior. Not being neglectful about this need,
the Infallible prophets and Imams have spoken a lot about this matter, its related
conditions, the period of its emergence, its signs, and its outcome. In fact, In all the
divine religions, there is the news of prophecy about the events related to the
apocalypse and the eventual appearance of a savior. Pretty much the same, In the
Shiite religion, there are many narrations about this theme, which in addition to the
emergence of Imam Mahdi as the promised savior, predict the events of the End of
Time. Since a detailed analysis of the related events to the apocalypse requires proper
and accurate knowledge and awareness of those conditions, strict attention to these
elaborative narrations Is imperative; because the situation at that time will be so

tumultuous that it would become difficult for people to distinguish the right from the
falsehood.




g Imam Mahdi in Nahj al-Balaghah g

In the noble book of Nahj al-Balaghah, in many cases, the promised Islamic Savior
(Imam Mahdi) Is mentioned implicitly. This valuable book Is a selection of sermons,
letters, and short sayings of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali bin Abi Talib,
which was compiled by Sayyid RazT in the fourth century A.H. Imam Ali's speeches in
this book are categorized In three chapters: sermons, letters, and short sayings. In his
speeches, Imam All sometimes speaks about the personal characteristics of Imam
Mahdi; and sometimes describes the events of the apocalypse and the bright future of
mankind at the time of the Advent. He also tells us about the features of the global
government of that Imam and expresses how justice will be universal in that age. The
Imam also declares how Islam, the Qur'an, and the Sunnah will be revived: and how
the corrupt and the oppressors will be punished and perished.

Among these instances, there is the 138t sermon of Nahj al-Balaghah, in which there
are phrases that many commentators of the book consider to be compatible with the
conditions of the End of the Times. Since, at first glance it may not be plausible to find
a clear link between them and the apocalypse, the article at hand seeks to review and

analyze the commentators’ viewpoint concerning this sermon and prove that the
connection exists.
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